THE PRAYERS OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN

Col 1:9-11
INTRODUCTION

Heb 4:16; 7:19, 25; 10:22
Confession

Thanksgiving

Praise

Petition

Intercession

Rich History

•     Job Prayed For His Friends
•     Moses Prayed For Aaron And Miriam
•     David Prayed For Solomon
•     Jesus Prayed For His Disciples
•     The Church in Jerusalem Prayed 4 Peter’s Release From prison

•     Epaphras Prays For The Colossians (﻿Col. 4:12﻿).

It is a good thing to let prayer be the first business of the morning and the last in the evening.—Martin Luther, in a forty-page letter to his barber who had asked him about the Christian life

Praying will make you stop sinning, or sinning will make you stop praying.—Charles Spurgeon

A Biblical Model of Prayer – Inspired

Along with Philippians and 2X in Ephesians

“The Prayers of a Righteous Man”

Follow me as I follow Christ

READ Col 1:9-14

Proposn: 3 Powerful Lessons in this Biblical Model of Prayer
How to Pray, What to Pray for, Why to Pray

So that: To shape and guide our prayers
1st Lesson in this Biblical Model of Prayer
I.
How to Pray

Col 1:9a
“For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you”

Point – One of the most fundamental pillars of Christian life and privilege ( We better know how to speak to God.

Paul Prays w/ Purpose 
“For this reason also” – because of the faith, love, and hope mentioned in 3-8 and the power of the Word of Truth, the Gospel

– 2 Purpose Statements (ina statements in 1:9, 10)
Paul Prays w/ Promptness 

“since the day we heard of it,”

– Paul doesn’t let grass grow under his feet

Paul Prays w/ Persistence 

Problem when our lives don’t line up with our belief – forced to say “Do what I say, not what I do”  Not the case with Paul

 “we have not ceased to pray for you”

1 Thess 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing.”

Col 4:2 – “Devote yourselves to prayer.”
Paul Prays w/ Praise – Col 1:12f

biblical prayers are saturated with Praise

Transn – Continuing our understanding of How to Pray

2nd Lesson in this Biblical Model of Prayer
II.
What to Pray for
Col 1:9b

“and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,”
Point – Singular summary statement – Most Important!
Prayer ( Internal over the External, Spiritual over the Physical

“to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will”

Paul’s heart for the Church at Colossae

Vision for a Church!  ( Filled with the Knowledge of His Will

( A Church Filled w/ People Hungry for the Word of God
reveals the heart of Paul! ( Their spiritual Growth!
Consumed by Love for God

Consumed by Love for one another

( the two come together (are joined) in Prayer

“filled” – being controlled by
thoughts, affections, purposes, plans

what dominates our thinking ( then dominates our behavior

filled with, controlled, dominated … by what?

( The Knowledge of His will ( Word of Truth!  The Gospel!

Paul’s desire, Paul’s prayer for the flock in Colossae is that they would be dominated/controlled by the Bible

Illn – God is not the Easter Bunny hiding His will under a bush saying “you’re getting warmer.”

Appn – How to know His will? ( Psa 37:4

Ignorance is not bliss

Many Religious circles ( A Premium is placed on Ignorance

Hos 4:6 – “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”

“knowledge” F/ evpiginw,skw – I am knowing experientially



Ties into 1:6

present in the opening prayers of all 4 Prison Epistles

our new self is being renewed to a “true knowledge” – Col 3:10; Eph 1:17; Phil 1:9
This is the centerpiece of intercessory prayer 

“in all spiritual wisdom and understanding”

The knowledge of the “will of God” comes from an internal transformation – “spiritual wisdom and understanding”

Emphatic placement of “spiritual” at the end for emphasis

“all” – paj 5X in 9-11 ( Sufficiency of Christ




( Sufficiency of Knowledge of His will

( Internal rather than External!
Appn – 2 Kinds of People: Saved and Unsaved

For the Unsaved

( all your prayers should be under the umbrella of prayers for their Salvation

For the Saved

( all your prayers should be under the umbrella of prayers for their Sanctification

May be specific requests

May be prayer for them in general … but emphasis should always be on the spiritual
Appn – when I am asked to pray for someone’s family member, neighbor, etc., I always ask, “believer?”

Transn – Phil 1:9-10 ( Right Knowledge leads to Right Behavior
3rd Lesson in this Biblical Model of Prayer
III.
Why to Pray

Col 1:10-11
“so that” (ina)  ( purpose statement

Point ( What does being “filled with the knowledge of His will” look like?

Our imagination, our musings, our worldview, our thnking

What we Think and Say AND what we Do

Our Actions … the External flows from the Internal

Note: Paul emphasis is still on the Spiritual over the Physical
1:10 – “so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”

The Knowledge of God’s Will controlling our minds is the key to righteous living and the Victory in Spiritual Warfare – What controls your thoughts will control your behavior

our“walk” to our pattern of daily life
-> What characterizes a godly man

He is a Follower of Christ

Enoch
Gen 5:22-24
“walked with God”

Noah 
Gen 6:9
“was a righteous man”  “blameless”
Abram Gen 17:1
“walk before Me!”
“be blameless!”
Levi
Mal 2:5-7     “he walked with Me in peace and uprightness”

“worthy of the Lord”
Eph 4:1 – “I … entreat you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called”

“to please Him in all respects” – a walk worthy is one that pleases God --> the pleasure of God is highest goal in the universe!
How do we do this?

( We need one thing to walk in this manner

One thing to live a life pleasing to God

( We need to be Filled/Controlled by the Knowledge of His Revealed Truth ( everything else will follow from this
Appn – this must be our heart’s desire for one another

Paul explains with 4-Part Outline for our prayers for one another!

A life that is pleasing to God is characterized by:

1)
Bearing Fruit

2)
Increasing Knowledge

3)
Growing Power

4)
Giving Thanks

1st Characteristic of a Life pleasing to God …Fruit-Bearing
“bearing fruit in every good work”

“bearing fruit” – cf. 1:6 ( the demonstration of saving faith

Jesus brought this together in …      synonymous w/ being filled …
John 15:7-8 – “If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it shall be done for you.  "By this is My Father glorified, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
Appn – Pray for the ministry of one another ( for a rich spiritual harvest

2nd Characteristic of Life pleasing to God –Increasing Knowledge
 “and increasing in the knowledge of God”

The fruitbearing comes is the “knowledge of His will” 

· if one is not increasing in the knowledge of God (doctrinal), one is not growing spiritually
Illn – Just as a child grows physically from the consumption of food, so we grow spiritually from the consumption of His Word of Truth – (both the milk and the meat!)
3rd Characteristic of a Life pleasing to God …Growing Power
1:11 – “strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously”
Knowledge is Power!
“strengthened” – same word as “power– dunamij – 
Lit. – “being empowered with all power”
Paul Prays for continuously strengthening – continuous feasting at the table of the knowledge of His revealed will
reinforced with “according to His glorious might” 

– Lit. – “according to the might of His glory”

( The power which overwhelms love of self and shines with the love of God

The spiritual body-building, great strength, is not to produce great works, and stupendous feats for the world to awe at, but for the ( the Quiet Internal over the Loud External
“for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience”

Shakespeare (Measure For Measure, Act 2 Scene 2) – “It is excellent to have a giant’s strength, but it is tyrannous to use it like a giant.”

“steadfastness” ( Ability to withstand difficult Situations



Appn – faithful under pressure

“patience” ( Ability to withstand difficult People



Appn – able to not retaliate in kind
Not just steadfastness and patience, but “joyously”

This is what separates “the men from the boys!”

It is one thing to be steadfast and patience … it is an altogether different thing to be steadfast and patient Joyously!

Appn – Pray that the trial and tribulation would be short ( BUT pray more that God would be glorified by their joyous endurance, their joyous perseverance in the trial

4th Characteristic of a Life pleasing to God …Fruit-Bearing

 “giving thanks” in vv. 12-14 ( Next Time

CONCLUSION

Illn – Turn to: Job 1:5

Appn – Daily Quiet Times!

Pray w/o ceasing.  Pray with your family.  Pray with one another.  Pray for one another.

If you are looking for an outline … a blueprint

God has given us one right here.

