THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST
Col 1:15-18
INTRODUCTION

Matt 16:13 – “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He began asking His disciples, saying, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?"”

Life’s Most Important Question

Point – You must have the RIGHT Jesus!  There are many counterfeit christs – and the most dangerous counterfeit Christ is the one that looks the most like the real one.
Paul received the report from Epaphras – The most dangerous aspect of the Colossian heresy is its attack on the person of Jesus Christ ( In particular the deity of Christ
The best defense is a good offense … and there is no greater offense than an all-out glorification of the Person of Jesus Christ in the fullness of His deity
( The Supremacy of Christ

READ Col 1:15-23

The Sovereign

The Author and Designer

The Purpose and End

The Creator and Sustainer 

Our passage has a poetic flavor to its style – some commentators think it might have been part of a hymn or poem of the early church 
– the reason for someone who writes in this manner is a desire for the reader to Stop and Think
READ Col 1:15-23
Proposn: Paul presents 4 Portraits of Jesus Christ as God.  He is presented as God the: Sovereign, Creator, Sustainer, and Savior
We will take our purpose statement directly F/ the text – 1:18b
So that: He Himself might come to have first place in everything
Purpose Statement for the Entire Bible.  Why God chose to create.
This passage is centered on Christ.  Not centered on the Christian.
The 1st Portrait of Jesus Christ – He is presented as God the …

I. Sovereign



1:15a
“And He is the image of the invisible God”
Point – Jesus Christ is God.
Gen 1:27 – man created in the image of God 

( Difference!  He is the image of God.

eivkw.n from which we get our English word icon.

Likeness
Manifestation

Exact Representation
Christ makes the invisible God visible. – the nature and being of God has been perfectly revealed 
(and “fully” revealed v. 19)

John 1:18 – “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”

John 14:7-10a

He is the full, final, and complete revelation of God.
The 2nd Portrait of Jesus Christ – He is presented as God the …

II. Creator



1:15b-17a
Point – Hebrew language – “God, the One who creates”
How does Scripture begin?  The 1st statement F/ God is about God.

( Creator

He is glorified as God the Creator 

1) He is Sovereign over All

2) He is the Creator of All

3) He is the Author and Designer of All

4) He is the Purpose of All

5) He is Before All

Paul brings out 2 Facets of Jesus as God the Creator

( Authority and Totality
A. Authority
1:15b – “the first-born of all creation.”
protokoj 
Better understood as “over” all creation

Jer 31:9 – “Ephraim is My firstborn” 
– even though born after Manasseh (Gen 48:14)

Speaking of David, God says, “I also shall make him My first-born, The highest of the kings of the earth.” – Ps 89:27 
Col 1:18; Rom 8:29; Heb 1:6; Rev 1:15 

– supremacy, authority over

B. Totality

1:16 – “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.”

 “For” – tells us what our understanding of “first-born” should be ….

“by Him” – Cause of Creation 

“all things” – emphasis on Totality
( paj 6X in 15-18 
also v. 20 – Lays the foundation of His Total Supremacy
John 1:3 – “All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”

“both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible”
Totality!

· all things

· heaven and earth
· visible and invisible
Paul expands into more detail on the “invisible”…
“whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities”

Thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities refer to the various ranks of angels the heretics are worshiping (2:18)
Gnostic emanations F/ God – spirit beings

The false teachers in Colossae believed Christ was one of these emanations F/ God

NO!  ( Christ created the angels.

Paul’s point here is not some kind of hierarchy of angelic beings

The Point is Christ’s Authority over them all as their Creator
From the highest to the lowest, all alike are subject to Christ.  They were created in Him, through Him, and for Him.

Heb 1:4-8

“all things have been created by Him and for Him”

“were created” – aorist
           2 different tenses
“have been created” – perfect
           3 different Greek prepositions
“by Him” – Lit. “in Him”

(en)
Cause/Author
“by Him” – Lit. “through Him”
(dia)
Agent/Designer
“for Him” – Lit. “into Him”

(eij)
Goal/Purpose
1:17a – “And He is before all things,”

Point

“He” is emphatic – autoj – “He Himself” or “He and He alone”
Proof
John 1:1 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

John 8:58 – “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was born, I am.”

Worship the creature rather than the Creator – Rom 1:20

Transn – Every Galaxy, Star, Planet, Asteroid, and Satellite … 
1:16 – Transcendent Creator of all things   Majesty  Transcendence

He knows them all, He calls them by name 

Isa 40:26 – “Lift up your eyes on high And see who has created these stars, The One who leads forth their host by number, He calls them all by name; Because of the greatness of His might and the strength of His power Not one of them is missing”
The 3rd Portrait of Jesus Christ – He is presented as God the …

III. Sustainer



1:17b
Point –  Immanent Sustainer of all things    Intimacy   Immanence
Every Molecule, Atom, Lepton, Muon, Meson, Baryon, and Quark
God is self-existent.  Everything else depends on the sustaining power of God.

( Aseity of God – from the Latin meaning “from oneself”

A divine attribute referring to God’s self-existence.  God is not dependent upon anything else for existence, but has eternally existed without any external or prior cause.
Proof
1:17b – “and in Him all things hold together”

Heb 1:3 – “upholds all things by the word of His power”
because of Christ that the universe is a Cosmos and not a Chaos

from the physics which cause your car to stop when you apply pressure to the brake … to the nuclear forces that prevent the atoms in your body from exploding apart – all depend upon Christ

Illn – David Brainerd, missionary to Indians.

The Christian world would know nothing of David Brainerd, except that He spent the last 19 weeks of his life in the home of Jonathan Edwards before dying at the age of 29.  After which, Edwards published his diary.

Brainerd suffered the tortures of loneliness in the wilderness and the agonies of tuberculosis.  

He frequently lost in the woods, exposed to cold and hunger, horse being stolen and poisoned, a broken leg

Spent the last 7 years of his life spitting up blood 

( It is hard to relish the beauty of a rose when you are coughing up blood.

Here is the heart of David Brainerd ( On his 25th birthday:

“Wednesday, April 20.  Set apart this day for fasting and prayer, to bow my soul before God for the bestowment of divine grace; especially that al my spiritual afflictions and inward distresses might be sanctified to my soul.  And endeavored also to remember the goodness of God to me the year past, this day being my birthday.  Having obtained help of God, I have hitherto lived and am now arrived at the age of twenty-five years.  My soul was pained to think of my barrenness and deadness; that I have lived so little to the glory of the eternal God.  I spent the day in the woods alone, and there poured out my complaint to God.  Oh, that God would enable me to live to His glory for the future!”
The 4th Portrait of Jesus Christ – He is presented as God the …

IV. Savior



1:18a
Point – Paul moves to the part of Creation that MOST glorifies the Son!  To the one part of Creation that is made in the image of God.

2 Cor 3:18 – “we all … are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”

1:18 – “He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead;”

“He” is emphatic – “He Himself” or “He and He alone”

There are many metaphors used in Scripture to describe the church. It is called a family, a vineyard, a flock, a building, and a bride. But the most profound metaphor is one that is only found in the NT, no OT equivalent, the church is a Body. 

“the body” is a living organism

the means by which Christ carries out His purpose and work

“and He is the beginning, the first-born from the dead”

He is not only “before all things” 

But ( “is the beginning” ( source (origin) and supremacy
The word “first-born” carries same meanings as 1:15 – He is over the dead in supremacy, 
( Paul throws in “from” to indicate He is among our number
– the 1st to come from the dead
( His Resurrection!  ( He Leads the Way!!!
CONCLUSION

1:18b – “so that He Himself might come to have first place in everything.”

ina – “God-Centered” purpose statement “in everything” 
6th paj – sufficiency and now directed back to Him

Purpose Statement of the entire epistle …

the purpose statement for the entire Bible!!
“He Himself” – who?  Only pronouns in 15-18

The Lord Jesus Christ 
Our Great God and Savior – The Angel of the Lord

The Son of God – The Son of Man

Advocate


Bright and Morning Star

Chief Cornerstone

Deliverer

Great Shepherd

Horn of our Salvation

King of Kings


Lamb of God

Man of Sorrows

Only Begotten

Prince of Peace

Rock

Messiah


The Bread of Life

The Light of the World
The Door

The Good Shepherd

The Resurrection and the Life

The Way, the Truth, and the Life

The Alpha and Omega
The First and the Last

The Living One

The Beginning and the End

The Root and Offspring of David

He Who searches the minds and hearts of all men.
I wish I could describe him to you.
