THE POWER OF A CHURCH’S REPUTATION – Part 2
Col 1:5b-8
INTRODUCTION

How do we develop a Good Reputation as a church (Faith, Love, Hope)?
  
We have to earn it.  So how do we earn it as a church?

1:5b – “of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel,”

“the word of truth”

“the gospel”

“the grace of God in truth”

They previously heard of “the hope laid up for you in heaven”

This “hope” is the cause of “the love which you have for all the saints” AND Rom 10:17 – “faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.”

When hear the word of God, it produces hope.  Hope produces love.  This is how we can earn the kind of reputation we want to have.

You don’t develop a reputation for loving one another by doing good deeds.  We develop a reputation for loving one another by hearing, understanding, and learning the Word of God.  This produces hope and hope produces love which will result in our doing good deeds.  You see?

Read Col 1:3-8
Proposn: Reputation … 5 Dynamics of the Gospel 

So that: Paul wrote to Encourage this little church at Colossae.  For us to Cultivate this kind of Reputation.
1st Dynamic ( The Gospel is …
I.
Processed in the Mind
Point – with the minds God has given us – Rational
Al Mohler – “it is not merely intellectual, but it is never less than intellectual”

Gnostic background of Mysticism, also Angel worship

Proof – 
1:5 – “of which you previously heard in the word of truth”

1:6 – “heard of it and understood”
(contrast w/ false knowledge)
Lit. – “heard and came to know (evpiginw,skw – knowing experientially) the grace of God in truth”
1:7 – “just as you learned it”

verb for “learn” is root of the Greek noun translated as “disciple”

a disciple is a follower, a learner ( involves both knowledge of the truth and submission to the truth

– the Knowledge of Christ and the Walk with Christ
What does God demand of us as a response to the gospel?  thinking through, recognition of, and submission to that truth
2nd Dynamic ( The Gospel …
II.
Produces Fruit 

Point – Seed, Fruit, Harvest
1 Pet 1:23 – “you have been born again not of seed which is perishable, but imperishable”

Proof – 

1:6 – “which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it and understood the grace of God in truth;”

“constantly bearing fruit” ( continuous productivity of gospel

saving faith is fruit-bearing – this is what accompanies saving faith 

“and increasing” 

True Christianity is contagious ( Dynamic! (
Paul uses Grammar, Middle voice – self-contained reproducing nature of the gospel

– God accomplishes through the gospel what He always intends – He is sowing seeds in the world and reaping a harvest of human lives that will be an eternal crown to reflect His glory 

Illn – Some Trees produce seeds that use the wind to carry it away from the parent tree to a place for it to grow. 

In the same way ( the seeds of the Gospel spread on the winds of human interaction and relationship, the winds of human testimony.

Appn – We do not bear a weak ineffective message.  Our message has power!  Not namby pamby and weak.

Rom 1:16 – du,namij 

We live in a world longing for answers.

Longing for Authority and Conviction
Appn – Spread the seed of the Gospel.  Throw that seed out wherever you go.  Some will fall on thorny soil.  Some will fall on shallow, rocky soil.  Some will fall on good soail.  One man plants, another waters, but God causes the growth.

Yeah, but I’ve been praying, I’ve been evangelizing and I haven’t seen any fruit.  Really?  How are you defining the fruit?

( 2 Cor 2:14-17

3rd Dynamic ( The Gospel …
III.
Provides for All Peoples
Background in Colossae: Gnosticism ( We Four and No More – the idea that salvation is possible only for an enlightened elite
Point – Available to all the peoples – all types of people
The Gospel has power to penetrate every barrier.  From the darkest most primitive animistic people groups to the most educated prideful academicians and scientists, the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation for all who believe.

Proof: Consider Paul’s 
“which has come to you just as in all the world”
( the message of the cross transcends all barriers – “every land, tongue, tribe, and nation” – “all the world”
Paul does not mean that by A.D. 62 every square inch of the globe and every individual on the planet has heard the gospel – his point is that salvation and forgiveness of sins goes out regardless of geographical or ethnic barriers – it came to the Jews first and then to the Gentiles – it came to the Promised Land first and it is making its way across Asia – to all “types” of people     Rom 1:16
Illn – Col 3:11 
Scythian – barbaric race in Eastern Europe, SW Asia F/ Ashkenaz, grandson of Japheth in Gen 10:3 ( Savages!
Josephus – “The Scythians delight in murdering people and are little better than wild beasts.”

Herodotus – “They drank the blood of the 1st enemy killed in battle, and made napkins of the scalps, and drinking bowls of the skulls of the slain.”

“just as in all the world”  ( Same Message  ( Same Method
Appn – Trust in the Message of the Cross.  No matter who you are ministering to in Evangelism or Discipleship, the Bible is absolutely sufficient.  Christ is sufficient.
Transn – The Gospel is Processed by the Mind, Produces Fruit,
Provides for All Peoples, and …

4th Dynamic ( The Gospel is …
IV.
Personalized to Us
Point – Does not mean the message changes.  Means this applies to us!
1:6 – “which has come to you” to you personally (little church)
is present with you
This Personal Word of Truth was brought by Epaphras 
1:7 – “just as you learned it from Epaphras, our beloved fellow bond-servant, who is a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf,”

Epaphras was likely saved under Paul’s ministry in Ephesus.  He founded the church in Colossae, comes to Paul in Rome and tells him @ Colossae & Ephesus
Paul calls him, “our beloved fellow-servant” – “slave” – douloj 
term demonstrates Paul’s trust in the Power of the Truth

( Slave terminology was very negative to the Greeks
You can imagine Paul might have thought, “given the negative thoughts regarding a slave, a douloj … I have never met these believers … perhaps I should make accommodation to avoid potential offending description?”  NO!
Appn – Paul does not shy away from using biblical terminology 

Paul believes in the Power of the Truth clothed in biblical language.  Jesus didn’t shy away.  He met error head on.

Affirmation of Epaphras – “faithful minister” 

God used the man Epaphras to bring salvation …
“on our behalf” – like his Lord, Epaphras did not come to be served, but to serve

Paul and Timothy, Epaphras, this Little Church in Colossae, Us

Transn – The Gospel is Processed by the Mind, Produces Fruit,
Provides for All Peoples, is Personalized to Us and …

5th Dynamic ( The Gospel …
V.
Perseveres through Time
Point – Pierces through channels of Time, Barriers of Culture, …
The Word of Truth

The Gospel

The Grace of God in Truth
( is Timeless in Nature!
Proof – 

1:5 – “of which you previously heard in the word of truth”

 “previously heard” – prior to Paul’s writing, and prior to their hearing the strange new doctrines of mysticism, angel worship, 

“just as in all the world”
“even as it has been doing in you also”

“just as you learned it”

3 times! In vv. 6-7 kaqw.j ( “just as” 
Point??? ( Don’t change!  Don’t augment!  Don’t improve!

1 John 2:24 – “As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father”

Rev 14:6 – “I saw another angel flying in midheaven, having an eternal gospel to preach to those who live on the earth, and to every nation and tribe and tongue and people;”

It is the gospel, plain and simple, as delivered by God, that is the power of God unto salvation for everyone who believes, for …

Appn – amputate any interest in the new manmade philosophy

Cling to the unchanging Christ

Beloved, the gospel is from God.  How could we possibly think we need to modify, augment, improve, market, massage, or repackage the gospel message.  Don’t look for the latest and greatest!  There will always be another program, another philosophy, another theory, another technique, another fad book.
CONCLUSION

1:8 – “and he also informed us of your love in the Spirit.”

love for one another as mentioned in 1:4 (Faith, Love, Hope)
Only mention of the Holy Spirit in Colossians

– the role assigned to the Spirit in the other letters is assigned to the risen Christ in Colossians

the focus is on Christ

the ministry of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ (John 16:14)






“He shall glorify Me; 
The Gospel is about Christ


The Good News is about Christ.

The Victory belongs to Christ.
On February 18, 1546, Martin Luther, the great Reformer, died.

His last sermon was preached on Monday, February 15, 3 days before his death, attended by a crowds F/ all over the countryside.

In his last public sermon Martin Luther preached on his favorite topic, the gospel. 

In Luther's later years he frequently warned that the glorious light of the gospel that was recovered during and by the Reformation will be in every age in constant peril of falling into eclipse.  The church will tend to look elsewhere than the gospel to find "power" for its people.
Martin Luther, in his last sermon just days before his death …

“In times past we would have run to the ends of the world if we had known of a place where we could have heard God speak. But now that we hear this every day in sermons... we do not see this happening. After all, there is preaching every day... so that we grow weary of it.... All right, go ahead dear brother, if you don't want God to speak to you... then be wise and look for something else.”
